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have a standard reporting pro-
cedure.

Different parks have differ-
ent reporting standards, so
some incidents are not report-
ed.

Earlier this year, the Wash-
ington-based group Public Em-
ployees for Environmental Re-
sponsibility released figures
that the number of attacks,
threats and incidents of harass-
ment against park service em-
ployees had risen from 57 in
1999 to 222 in 2001.

Adopting a standard report-
ing system is one of the
changes the department is
making. Others include a field
training program, in which
rookie rangers start out patrol-
ling alongside veterans.

Voices and faces
of black history -
will be preserved

So far, 400 have

been interviewed
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CHICAGO — Inside the
7,000-square-foot office of a
renovated warehouse on
south Michigan Avenue, it is
almost as if the walls can talk.
Boxes of labeled videotapes
neatly line shelves where the
tales of a century and a people
are stored.

Some of the stories are fa-
miliar, some not so familiar.
And some of those telling
their stories are famous —
Harry Belafonte, Ossie Davis,
Ruby Dee, Terry McMillan
and Julian Bond — though
many are not so famous.

But all are deemed to be
history makers, their voices
and faces captured on film as
lessons for generations to
come.

At least, that is the aim of a
Chicago nonprofit group, His-
toryMakers. The group’s
founder, Juliecanna Richard-
son, said the hope was to pre-
serve an oral history on video-
tape of blacks and their
accomplishments — to seek
and find them, then to record
“America’s missing stories.”

“We are preserving living
history,” Richardson said. “In
today’s world you hear Rosa
Parks, Martin Luther King,
Fannie Lou Hamer, you keep

hearing the same names over.

and over again.

“Had it not been a lot for
the lawyers behind the scene,
and funders like Harry Bela-
fonte, there would not have
been a Martin Luther King,”
Richardson said.

She said she hoped Histo-
ryMakers would help to fill in
the gaps that she believes ex-
ist in black history largely be-
cause of the tendency to focus
on icons and on more fre-
quently explored subjects
such as slavery, the abolition-
ist movement and civil rights.

Richardson, a Harvard Law
School graduate and entrepre-
neur turned historian
through HistoryMakers —
has begun to collect the
stories of 5,000 blacks, a task
she hopes to complete by
2005, and apparently the sin-
gle largest black archival pro-
ject -since the recording of
more than 2,000 slaves by the
Works Progress Administra-
tion in the Depression.

Since she started the pro-
ject in 1999, HistoryMakers
has interviewed 400 people.
Among those interviewed are
artists, entertainers, -civic
leaders, athletes and noncele-
brities such as Alonzo Pettie,
93, whom HistoryMakers
says is the oldest living black
cowhoy.

The cost of the History-
Makers project is estimated at
$30 million, and Richardson
said she has raised $2.4 mil-
lion, through private dona-
tions and grants.
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